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Newsletter of the Corsham Civic Society

Editorial

We have been so lucky to avoid the worstthaf
weather in this part of the country, deep snowl,
and flooding seem to miss us thankfully, but
hope we have plenty of sunshine soon becaus
have a lot to do and see during the coming mo
Apart from an excellent programme of speak

we have a walk to take part in (see page 2), Bric

stoking up a BBQ for July, and Les is in !
process of arranging a Y2 day trip during Aug
(details for these items to be revealed later).

Did you get to see the exhibition “In Livir

Memory” staged at St Bartholomew’s Church 18-

21% March? It was a superb trip down mem
lane, many exhibits were loaned by our memt
and served to entertain and amuse many, an
applaud the efforts of the team who staged
event.

During early June the local Sao@roup will be in
celebration mood, it will be their 95birthday.
Organisers have asked us for photographs, sti
and names of young men who may have belo
to the troop in the past, and we have been ak
help a little. It is intended to hold eéhcelebratior
on Saturday 17 July, in the park, near

boathouse. Do you know anyone who was in
Scouts in this timescale who may have a phot
share or a story to tell, if so, please con

Margaret Heath, Pickwick Rd. Tel: 01249 715112

If you were a Sea Scout — do apply ®rFREE
invitation!

A note for your diaries please:

Our meeting 258" June has had to be rdecated,

because of the Corsham Festival programm

Please therefore join us to hear about
“Waggons, Wains & Carts “at Church House,

Church Street (off High St) at 8pm as usual.

We are in the course of arranging our contribu
to the Corsham Festival 2004. Members

. keep doing it.
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The Executive is givinhet
matter serious thought. We are in discus
with the Festival Team on an appropri
subject. Our next edition of Spotlight is ¢
for release during Festival Week itselfse
you will need to read the Programme’s f
print to see which event we asponsoring thi
year. At this stage, we can only urge yol
attend it when you spot it.

It is always good to report progress on
various activities we undertake on behalf
the local community. Just recently, t
matters have gone the way we wouldve
wished.

Firstly, the exterior of 1 High Street (of
Methuen Arms) has been extensiv
refurbished. It had been a designe
“Building at Risk” and blot on our town cent
for far too long. The owners have ac
responsibly and put the necessargrikvin
hand. We congratulate them on their act
The result is most attractive. We feel v
pleased that our work behind the scenes
the Built Environment Team at NWDC and
Wiltshire Historic Buildings Trust Ltd has pe
off.

Secondly, we weralelighted to see that tt
appeal against the refusal to allow the erec
of a mobile phone mast on a site adjacer
Newlands Road has, in February, b
rejected. We played our part in expressing the
view that the installation would be detrimer
to the street scene and inappropriate to

doubtless recall that the Society made a majoircumstances whereby theSolden Patl

contribution to the 2003 Corsham Festival.
“delivered” two of the best-attended eventshe
presentation by Nick McCamley of his bol
“Secret Underground Cities”, and the introduct
to “Stické Tennis”, staged at Hartham Park.

The problem with doing it once is that you wan

We Originally

come into existence. v
congratulate the residents of Alexan
Terrace and Meriton Avenue for their tenas
in fighting the application from the outset.
was a peasure to add our weight to th
campaign.
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Welcome to New members

Currently our membership stands at 144!

The Executive Commiteeextends a very warm welcome to
those who have joined us in recent months. It wasdgto
meet some of you at the Janudviplled Wine and Nibble
night, an at February’s meeting for the eageshaited talk by
Las Davis on the history of our local roads

We have every expectation that we may continuegtosvth,
with an excellent programme of talks and othenias.

Hopefully we can enlist the active support of savfieur new

The Society Takes to its Feet

It is several years since the Corsham Civic So@egpanised
walk for its members and guestse\Whought it was high tim
we reintroduced this opportunity to combine leaghiexercise
and social contact. Nothing t@renuous you understand, ¢
with the added incentive (for those who needfth visit to &
local hostelryat its conclusion. You will not find this event
the current issue of the 2004 programmso—please make
note of it on your ‘kitchen calends. We will of course
announce it through our normal poster displaysrerethe
time.

The date set is Wednesday 2 June 20@ttisg at 6.30pn

from Newlands Road Car Park. The intended distance

approx 2% miles, which we estimate will take abbythous.
(More of a stroll than a walk).The general routeSeuth
Street, The Cleeve, The Batters, Ladbrook Lane, tibie
(almost), Corsham Park, Town Centre.

The date has been selected to avoid conflict with very
worthy opportunities which already exist ithe Corshar
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members towards this objective.

We do recognise however that new membeay need |
little time to find their feet. But it occurs to ukat the
timing of the AGM 28 May 2004 — is just about petfe

We would ask all members, new and old to ple
consider whether you could make some, however s
contributions to the successful running of the 8pci-in
this case “more cooks may enhance the cooking”!!

calendar for those seeking some exercise outdodssn

previous years, the Corsham Town Council is orgag

a series of six Sunday afternoon springtime walkkese
began on ¥ March and end on 6May. A listing of
these — with brief details is available at the Town Ha
Secondly, the Greater Corsham and Lacock T
Ministry is organising a 12-mile walk on Saturdag"2
April, taking in all of the churches in its groupCanon
Roger Clifton advises readers to refer to the mehtion

of Three Crowns for further details.

So, established members and recent recruits atlie
Society’s Summer Walk is not to be missed. Theadist
should not be a deterrent, evenings should be, ligynd
walking conditions good — weather permittifiche route
provides a chance to see bits of Corsham which suft
you perhaps, have never seen before. Our stalwalit
be on hand to point out/explain some of the mongsual
features

Christmas & New Year Celebrations

Our Christmas Lunch at Cinnamon was hailedaagrea
success, the restaurant was almost filled to cgpawith
Society members, and after we had recuperated dtamown
family celebrations, we took the opportunity to utge in
‘Mulled Wine and Nibbles’ —a late celebration of the Ne

Poll Tax — does nothing Change?

In 1334 the taxes were raised on the ‘fifteenthd emths’
principle which was based on the value ofparsons
‘moveable’ possessions. A Townsman contributedd1/1
and a countryman 1/15 In 1377 a proposecbP Tax would
supplementhis with a payment of 4d per head, for every

OO

Year, but itgave us another chance to get to know «
other in social surroundings. We hope that yoeajbyed
it, and are ready to indulge in more socialisingresyea
progresses!!

over the age of 14 who was not a professional lregga

Opponents said “This tax took more in proportioonit
the poor than from the rich”.

Source: ‘The Ways of Corsham’ by John Poulsom.
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The 2004 Corsham School Awards

This years Awalls were a great success. “Spons(
by the Corsham Civic Society” wasigraved upon tt
Years 10 & 11 Outstanding Contribution shields,
sponsorship and major participation in
adjudication of the Special Award for English v
announced and our asgton with all three awarc
was acknowledged in the opening pages of
Programme and in the Introductory Speech.

The first two (YearslO & 11) were awarded usil
criteria set by the Schaolhis recognised all rour
contribution to the School’s progress and visdlng.
All aspects of scholastic endeavour are taken
account, not just academic. It was in the Spe
Award for English that we really made ¢
contribution — and it ifere we must thank Gale Cul
for her professionalism and sheer -efforiGale
developed a strong relationship with Corst
School's Head of English, Naomi Boulding. Tt
proved a winning combination. Here we should h
over to Gale herself, who writes:

“I recently attended the Corsham School's sec
Annual Prize Giving Cereomy, to award the Civi
Society Special Prize for English. In a poe
competition, devised with the English departmebi
pupils from years 9 and 10 submitted sonnets, el
theme “Then and Now”. The winner, Alex Turr
was to receive an inscribed comf “Other Men's
Flowers”, Wavells inspirational antholog
generously donated by Peter French of the Cors
Bookshop.

When | taught at the school, it always worried
that, while sporting achievements were made mug
and colours presented with mucbrpp and ceremon
academic achievements were studiously underpl:
and certificates distributed almost surreptitious
This was part of a well intentioned but misgui
attempt at egalitarianism, on the grounds that alb’
the pupils were gifted intettually and that it woul
be invidious to praise those who were. (Was it
equally invidious to single out those who wereegl
athletically?)

| was delighted that at long last due recognitia
being given to the academic achievements

endeavour bthe pupils as well as to the athlet
However, | admit to finding the event a i
disappointing. It was well attended (although nét
the prize winnershad chosen to be there) and

newly enlarged school hall was almost full.

On the rostrum waan enormous and glittering arre
of cups, shields and statuettes

We were informed by the organising deputy head

some 290 awards were to be presented to
students. With the sole exception of the prized to
award (and that was in my lap and nat display)
there was not a book to be seen!

When | was at school, prize winners w
instructed to select books of their choice up t
specified value -depending on the sums that endo
the prize. These were then bought, their co
embossed with theschool crest in gold, and tl
appropriately inscribed bookplate inserted, to
ceremonially bestowed by the invited luminary at
prize giving. True, the young people we saw réog
their cups that night had their moment of gloryt
was just amoment. In the preliminary speech bel
they were awarded, it was impressed upon them
they were not theirs to keep: they could displagm
at home for a mere three monthsalt had to be
returned immediately after the Easter holiday.
cups did ot look substantial enough for engraving,
their names will not be seen by subsequent win
These were fleeting and ephemeral honours, so
be forgotten. Perhaps they were also to rec
commemorative certificates, but certificates temdhé
lost or filed away and never looked at again.

| hope that Alex, the girl whose sonnet hau
richly deserved her special prize, will treasuree
book, and derive pleasure from it for the rest ef
life — every time she opens it.” - Gale Curry

As Gale recals, the only student to receive a pi
they were entitled to retain was Alex Turner. S
a worthy winner and we are proud to have been
to sponsor her. We look forward to making this
annual event for the Corsham School and the Sor
It was a pleasure to work with Martin Williams (1
Headteacher) and his staff to make the evening
success it was. Peter French’s donation of thee
was especially welcome. Thank you, Pi

Alex Turner, winner
of the2004 Corsham
Civic Society Special
Award for English,
shown here with her

prize
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Questionnaire

We had an interesting response to the Questionmdiieh we enclosechithe November issue of Corsham Spotligh
has provided a valuable insight into your viewsttos functioning and future path for the Civic SogiéVe thank thos
who took the time to put pen to paper. We note tbplies from members of our 14-stroBgecutive Committee we
almost entirely absent. We can only assume thatftHedisenfranchised on this occasion!

From the 15 replies it was clear that those memhbegssatisfied with the number of talks we arrafaggeour Oper
Meetings and that theremises employed are satisfactory to all but 2outlof 15 were happy with Friday evenings,
other suggestions included Tuesday, Wednesday orsilhyas an alternative. We had one proposal that theting
should start at 7.30pm rather than 8pm. r&g#iments were considered satisfactory, althouge@med ther
unnecessary. The payment of £1 - members, £2mambers was unanimously supported. Additional stbjer future
talks were 'Local Archaeology', and an item onpligs and Presentations in Museums'.

Visits to other Civic Societies met the approvall@fout of the 15, and suggestions of Chippenhaath,Bradford-on-
Avon, Box, and Trowbridge were included.

The inclusion of more social gatherings in the senevenings was met with majoriypproval, as was a 'day out' vi

with suggestions for visits to a Heritage or Histal site or property. 9 members considered thasizom would benef
from having a Museum. Interestingly 3 were agathstidea. 11 out of the 15 thought that HOC#®! lbbeen a succe
and should be repeated the need to work to increasemembership and introduce Corporate memberafsig
supported by everyone.

Overall there was the opinion that the Chairman'sion 'was realistic and achievable', and it is iotertion to repea
the '"HODS experience', although perhaps on a ffightaller scale in 2004.

As for the choice of day and time of our meetingsd their location, we take these on board veripgsly. At the
present time we are somewhat limited with exdpto the availability of suitable venues. As evaiice is a majo
consideration also convenience for some of our less mobile mesnlparticularly in the winter months. For 2004
hope that by extending our events to other daysiags, if only inthe summer, we will give people a better opportu
to make the most of their membership.

Corsham Workhouse

The Workhouse was situated behind what is now &8 Electricity Showroom, next t
the Royal Oak, in the High street. In 1728 fourtagés on this site wem@nverted to i
workhouse, or poorhouse at a cost to the vest8A00.

A private contractor ran the workhouse until 1788d in 1800 a Master &listress wert
appointed at the salary of £12 per annum. Pooehcb#dren were put out to a trade ¢
other inmates were employed in spinning and weadgof every 1/earned was donatt
to the Master.

In 1832 £200 was raised and 16 men, 10 women andhH#@dren were selected fi
emigration. They were conveyed to Bristol in tworeed wagons, where someonas
appointed to meet them and purchase last minuteirezgents, and see them safely
board the ship, probably en route to Australia lev€land U.S.A.

In 1836 a new workhouse was built in Chippenhanw(kaown as Chippenham Hospit
and the Corsharworkhouse was closed and the building converted ba@ cottages. |
1862 plans were passed to convert these thredivietdwellings at a cost of £240.

Early in the 28 century the original building was fronted by adhers shop, and abo
this addition the handsome pediment of the earligimg was visible for many years.

Source: Joe James
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Corsham Station Campaign

| need to recap on the previous update for thefitesfenew
members. In spring2003 Keith Walton of the Ra
Passenger Committee Western England, sent invigtio
local authorities inviting them to an inaugural tiveg of the
Community Rail Partnership for Bristol. Following QT
Cabinet refusal of myequest for WCC to meet with Fii
Great Western re the inclusion of a local servicéhe nex
round of franchises, | was anxious that Wiltshinewdd not
respond negatively to the latest opening. At firatas told
they had not received an invitatioRPCWE, howevel
confirmed they had, plus 2 phone calls requestimgjr
participation! When | wrote to WCC to express mgatiiet
| was told that “Bernard Lane attended on behalfthef
Heart of Wessex Partnershimformed us...the new ra
partnership will probably focus on the Gloucestdristol -
Taunton axis initially and may well not be involvedth
lines east of Bath....Although grateful for the oppaity to
participate from the outset, the proposed CommuRihy
Partnership does not look particdjasuitable as a vehic
for Wiltshire to pursue its rail aspirations at sthiime
because of the decisions of the inaugural meetiegtionec
above.!ll | attended the meeting for rail intereésgroups
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the County Council acted very differently, it wagy
who funded the building of the station, leaving
Strategic Rail Authority to contribute £3.4m -
manning the new station and provision of the |
service.Additionally, local authorities have formec
type of Passenger Transport Authority to t
forward rail and other public transport schemethe
Bournemouth/Southampton area.

| recently travelled to Bristol by coachdue to ¢
bridge bash and suicide -0n30 minute rail link!
Instead | experienced a 1.45 hour journey with
one stop at Bath Spa Station en route to Tel
Meads. Proof, if it were needed, that rail holds
key to our commuting problems. The meeting, at
invitation of London & Wester who want to bid fo
the Greater Western Franchise in 2006, was to e
them to gain local knowledge Both the Portish
Group and | emphasised the Ilarge hou
developments which had gained planning permis

on the back of rail proposals, only to have the

funding removed, without consultation, by the SR.
was also pleased to hear that lan Baxter of Lor&l

the following week and was dismayed to hear thatGNC \yestern had visited our site and when | raised

could be ignored in future- their nattendance was n
unreasonably interpreted as total lack of interésioud
plea “Persevere with Wiltshire” was recorded. YOBNC
HELP by encouraging friends in West Wiltshire tdoly
their councillors on this isgu Remember, a random 3,C
Wiltshire residents responded to a WCC “Peoplesc®t
guestionnaire, their stated preference was fundingublic
transport —new roads being the least popular. With

knowledge, contained in their first LTP reportwiould be
reasonable to expect that WCC Councillors and cer$
would take every opportunity for dialogue and watkiwith
adjacent Councils to seek improvements to our loadl
services.

Did you know that at the time our Station shouldser
opened — one did — at Chandlers Ford in HampsHihe?e

Notes for your Diary

A date for your diary — July™at 12 noorwhen we shall b
having aCCS Summer Barbecue at the Royal Oak it
Corsham.

Although intendedmainly for members, guests will |
welcome however, please let Eric Mahy know appratem
numbersnearer the time, so that we can arrange caterin
the expected attendees, and also apecial dietar
requirements.

Fine weather has been ordered!

question of the "chalk voids" with him an oft

repeated latter day SRA red herring - he was

dismissive of this concern. However, a wi
problem is caused by the target set by Govern
for the SRA - of increased passenger mi¥st agair
- YOU CAN HELP - respond, (and encoura
others to do the same) to the Government's rec
announced Qusultation on Rail and suggest a r
target for year on year increased passenger josrey
otherwise investment will continue to flow to long-
distance projects, and not the less commerc
attractive provision of local rail schemes which ¢
needed tavercome the problems of congestion i
our cities".

Anne Lock

Make a note of another date - Friday"16ctobel
8pm at Church House, Church St. for a tayklsobel
Geddes of th&Viltshire Geologly Group oriHidden
Depths: Wiltshire's geology - the basis of our
landscapes and buildings”.A pictorial tour acros
Wiltshire, showing how the landscape is inextrige
bound up with the rocks hidden beneath the sur
which fundamentally affect the character of &
countrysideand town. Corsham, built of the Juras
limestone beneath it, is a fine example of thik.lin

L2002
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Society Display Cabinet at the Corsham TIC

As, we hope, many of you wilknow, for some
months now, we have been afforded the opportuai
display our notices and other materials in theheftd
window (as viewed from the High Street) of -
Corsham Tourist Information and Heritage Cel
(TIC). We have to be honest and shgt we have nc
been particularly pleased with our efforts. Inlitge
the cabinet we have been using does not lend its
the purpose too readily. We have taken step
correct this —in collaboration with Martin Yallop (th
NWDC manager) — and pe you will see som

Martingate Centre

Our revamped shopping centre continues to impt
both in its appearance and in the occupancy afritts.
It seems that not a month goes by without its depeis,
Martingate Develpment Ltd, submit a new plannil
application to add to, or enhance, the structursoime
way. As a Civic Society we are bound to obsena
the result is very pleasing on the eye, and
confounded our worst fears that “making a silk purat
of a sa's ear” would be a disaster for all involve
Some of those amongst us who were critical of tha
to extend forward the two units which face on te

Grants Secured by the Society

This is a brief description of the equipment |
facilities we have been able to secure for the Cors
Civic Society through or successful applications
various grants.

The ‘Awards for All' donation from the Nation
Lottery for nearly £5,000 has been spent so far
equipment for preparing and providing prs$iona
presentations; and a computer for administre
functions. We hope to buy in the near future, als
Public Address system and a projector screertha
we may fully enjoy our speakers in our very well-
attended social events.

We have also beesuccessful in obtaining a donati
from Microsoft, who areproviding software that wi
enhance our presentation capability.

For those who wish to prepare a presentation to
members, the presentation package is availabledir
preparation and provision of your presentatiorsee
any Executive Committee member for details.

The specification for those interested is as foow
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improvements shortly. Please look out for

them.

We continue to display our posters in
Society’s own glasfronted notice board to t
found adjacent to the pathway between
High Street and the longrm car park behin
the Methuen Arms, on the (shiny new) glass-
fronted “Community Notice board” which nc
graces the Martingate Centre, in the Libri
and inside the Flemish Weaver public hot
Who says we don't try to project ourselves 1
wide audience?

High Street now feel that the benefits outweighltss of
a covered walkway. However there are |stlome
dissenters!

With the extension to Wiltshire College and withtfeld
Breach moving into its “kiosk”, unit occupancy
approaching 100%. The construction compi
Britannia, is now moving of§ite, the old Cornford *
shop is ready for a new tamtaPeter French is almost al
to expand into his new Corsham Bookshop space,
signage is being erected and the Centre has apf
completeness about it. We congratulate Bill Halll &is
team on a job well done.

Dell DHS500M Laptop with CCROM, DVD and
Floppy disc readers

NEC LT220 Digital Projector
Software capability comprising: MS XPffice
Professional, MS Visio, and MS Presenta
packages
Anyone interested in giving a presentation at ocoriad
evenings should speak in the first instance to Desis,
Events Organiser.
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Did you know?

Sport in Corsham

Cricket — Has been played here since 1848. In the ¢
days the start of the season was dictated by the
Harvest. As soon as the hay was cut the cricketdc
commence. Early rivalry grew between the Corshaia
and nearby Marshfidlwhose team was captained by
legendary W.G. Grace. The famous man playe:
Corsham in 1893. The original use of the field @
the Annual Horsefair, hence the name for the. Hais
Cottages nearby.

Football and Tennis clubs- were also establisd in the
1800’s, and a Cycling Club made its debut in 189
opening with an illuminated procession, and atteinb
the Corsham Brass Band.

Bowls Club —In 1913 a newspaper report tells us
following

“It has been decided to form a bowling club in tbemn,
and for this year at any rate the cricket fieldase the
site, that portion towards the sowghstern corner beir

Our Quest for a Museum

Expressed succinctly, “our quest goes on”. Oume
attempt to find a location in which to site a muscias
beenthwarted to date. What is sure is that we are
going to obtain suitable premises without havingp&y
for them. Furthermore, even if we were to findite
whose cost were truly “peppercorn”, it is most kely
to be in a location convenient for Corsham folkvisit
readily.

We havebeen bound to acknowledge the need to

the facility, on a continuing basis, — and, gengrab
“manage” it. Frankly it all begins to look an imgzible
dream, a conclusiowhich is rather difficult to accef
Over the years the Society has attracted se
donations of goods and chattels whose original os\
(some of whom are now no longer with us) h
bestowed them upon us in the fond expectation e
would both take goodtare of them, and make the
visible to a wider audience. We also know thatdtere
more such items “out thereVhich would come our wa
if only we were to declare a willingness to receivem.

Reluctantly we have had to “duck” such situatioris o

late. We just have not got the space to storecane
properly for the items we already possesstilt less tc
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selected. It is to be opened on Monday evening
o'clock, and the Vicar (Th&ev H.B.Ellison) has bee
asked to become the pmsnt for this season. Ti
subscription fotthe seasoshall be 7s.6d.”

Source: - “Corsham lllustrated History by CJ Hall

catalogue them and prepare them for display.

Our investigations have led us into talks with #
officers at Wilts County Council who havesponsibility
for assisting groups like our own to establish and
museums. WCC does not run museums itsetinly
support those whdo. These talks have reinforced

notion that a Corsham Museum is a bridge too

There is an alternative — albeit a lesser oneymeges —
and we must now look at it. It would still affo
visibility of our collection of artefacts and docants tc
the general public, but the method employed wowd b
“virtual”, rather than “real”.

It all sounds rather “high-t&¢ but we cannot rule it ot
and will investigate further. Its merit is that will
require neither a permanent site nor continuoupatt
staff. It does, however, mean that those membéis
have been storing our gooftr more years than the
care to remember will need to do so for some yé&ars
come, if that is not possible then we shall havéotik
for alternative homes, albeit on a temporary baais.
will keep all of you informed as our investigatic
proceed.

OO
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We’'re on the Web!
See us at:

www.Corsham-Civic —Society.co.uk

Obituaries

Bill Langley-Jones.

It is with great sadness that we repiie  sound advice regarding all aspects of ne
death of Bill Langley — Jones. Bill had buildings and additions to properties. He \
been a member of the Society for m be very much missed.

years than most of us care to remem \We extend or sincere condolences to Mang
and he was a stalwart of our Plann her family, and look forward to welcoming
committee, where hiknowledge as a civ. Mary back to our functions sometinas soon
engineer, and his longxperience workini  as she finds it possible

with the NWDC enabled him to gives

David Yeatman.

We must also extend our sympathy toJ able to attend one or two of our meetir
on the loss of her husband. David | but we do hope that June will feel able
been ill for along time and haconly beer come to our meetings again soon.
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Corsham Civic Society

Corsham Civic Society was founded in 1963 to reprethe people of Corsham in all aspects of coradienv,
preservation and the promotion of this delightfult§tiire town.

The Society is a registered Charity, a memberefQivic Trust and ASHTAV (Association of SmalldtistTowns
& Villages of the UK).

It is our aim to promote high standards of plannargl architecture, to create a wider awareness agsbthe local
population of environmental issues, the geograpistory, natural history and architecture of theear and to
secure the preservation, protection and improvernéfeatures of public amenity and/or historicalerest, both in

Corsham and in the surrounding countryside.

1, Post Office Lane
Corsham
Wiltshire
SN13 OHJ

Phone: 01249 712096
Registered Charity No:




